
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  June 26, 2011 
Title:  Fellowship: Grace Based 
  Why we strive for community within the local body of Christ 
Text:  Acts 2:37-47 
Theme: Christians are designed for community/fellowship 
 
Introduction:  
The four-fold core value of WBC is a normal expression of biblical Christianity.  In the absence 
of any one of the compass points, something of quality is missing.  It is normal and right for 
the corporate gathering to worship God.  It is normal and right for the church to disciple, care 
for the fellowship, and evangelizes the world through church planting. 
 
Regardless as to whatever we might otherwise do, these four elements are the natural 
outworking of Christ’s body, the church on a local level. 
 

•Normal or typical/biblical churches . . .  

– Worship 

– Instruct/Disciple 

– Fellowship/Community 

– Evangelize/Church Plant 
 
What a church is and where a church goes are non-negotiable.  How a church gets there (i.e. 
means) are negotiable, but we must remember, “Creative people go to jail.” 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Defining the idea of fellowship 
 

•Koinonia is the transliteration of a Greek word (κοινωνία) that means communion by 
intimate participation.  

•The essential meaning embraces concepts conveyed in the English terms community, 
communion, joint participation, sharing and intimacy.  
 

•Community 

•Caring/sharing – “have in common” 

•Identity/”one flesh” (i.e. marriage) 

•Accountability 

•Commitment/partnership (i.e. business) 
 

II. Its biblical occurrences 
 

“We who had sweet fellowship together walked in the house of God in the throng” (Ps. 
55:14). 
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“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42). 
 
“God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord” (1 Cor. 1:9). 
 

“and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were 
reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might 
go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised” (Gal. 2:9). 
 
“what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship 

with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 
1:3). 
 

“If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth” (1 John 1:6). 
 

III. The idea of fellowship within the local church 
 
It is easy to leave ideas in the abstract.  Yet we are called on to incarnate or to flesh out these 
truths.  What fellowship looks like in a local church is captured by the use of the phrase “one 
another.”  Let us consider several occurrences of this phrase in order to put teeth to the idea of 
fellowship. 
 

• Be devoted to one another (Rom. 12:10) 

• Honor one another (Rom. 12:10) 

• Live in harmony with one another (Rom. 12:16; 1 Pet. 3:8) 

• Accept one another (Rom. 15:7)  

• Serve one another in love (Gal. 5:13) 

• Be kind and compassionate to one another (Eph. 4:32) 

• Admonish one another (Col. 3:16) 

• Encourage one another (1 Thess. 5:11; Heb. 3:13) 

• Spur one another on toward love and good deeds (Heb. 10:24) 

• Offer hospitality (1 Pet. 4:9) 

• And love one another (1 Pet. 1:22; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11, 12) 
 
In what context are these ideas best expressed?  This becomes easier in isolation or selectively, 
but put me in the mix of multiple people and significant diversity and these principles become 
complex and by necessity, Christ-like. 
 

IV. Where is the idea of fellowship best expressed? 
 
Fellowship speaks of community.  Fellowship is not something we do alone.  It is done in the 
company of others.  The fellowship/community often cited is that of the local church.  A 
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primary reason as to why this is true is because you can pick your friends, but you cannot pick 
who belongs to your church. 
 
First Corinthians 12 assures us of our union with Christ and His Body.  To be cut off from the 
fellowship of a community of faith is unhealthy and abnormal.  Bible studies, coffee shop 
meetings, friendly gatherings lying outside the local church family are good, but they are not 

the ideal spoken to/of in the New Testament.  There is a reason we put our four-fold core 
value in the order it is. 
 

•A natural progression of the Christian life 

– Worship: Christ-Exalting 

– Instruct/Disciple: Word-Centered 

– Fellowship/Community: Grace-Based 

– Evangelize/Church Plant: Global-Impacting 
 
The strength of our mission is built on the strength of our community, and the strength of our 
community is built on the strength of our disciples, and the strength of our disciples is built on 
the strength of our worship.  Everything flows out of our corporate worship.  At the end of the 
day, it is a matter of worship. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

•God as Trinity makes communion/fellowship indispensable to being Christian. 

•We are designed for soul intimacy with God and with His Church. 
 


